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Ling Li unveils the often-hidden inner workings of Chi-
na’s Party-state. The Chinese Communist Party has 
crafted and relied on an integrated regulatory system, 
where politics and law are fused, to govern both its in-
ternal operations and its relations with the state. Draw-
ing on two decades of in-depth research, Li delves into 
the ‘black box’ of decision-making in the Party-state, an-
alyzing the motivations and strategies that drive individ-
ual and institutional choices in corruption, anti-corrup-
tion investigations, and power struggles at the Politburo. 
This insightful book reveals the critical role of rules and 
institution-building within the Party, illuminates the 
complex relationship between corruption and regime 
stability, and captures the evolving dynamics of Par-
ty-state relations. A must-read for students, academics, 
business leaders, and policymakers alike, this book is an 

indispensable guide for anyone seeking a deeper under-
standing of law, politics, and governance in China and 
its global implications. 

Ling Li teaches China Studies at 
the University of Vienna, specializ-
ing in Chinese law and politics. 
She holds a doctorate in law from 
Leiden University and has pub-
lished extensively on corruption, 
anti-corruption, and the politi-
cal-legal system of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC).
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