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ABOUT THE TALK: 

This presentation examines how the contemporary policies of western countries toward the sovereignty
of Taiwan continue to be shaped by the historical legacies of the 1970s. Focusing on the United States
and the United Kingdom, this presentation discusses how Washington and London coordinated their
respective positions on the status of Taiwan as they were pursuing rapprochement with the PRC in 1972.
In particular, it explains how Washington and London carefully crafted the language about Taiwan in
their joint communiques with Beijing to avoid accepting China's claim of sovereignty, maintaining instead
that the sovereignty of Taiwan remains undetermined.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

James Lee is an Assistant Research Professor at the Institute of  European and American Studies at 
Academia Sinica in Taiwan, where he conducts research on U.S. foreign policy and the security of  Taiwan. 
He is also an Associate Fellow of  the NATO Defense College and an Affiliated Researcher of  the 
University of  California Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation. He has previously been a visiting 
scholar in the Department of  War Studies at King's College London, and he is currently a visiting scholar 
at the European Research Center on Contemporary Taiwan at the Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen.
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