Using Feminist Research for Social Change:
Purpose, Strategies and Accountability
Workshop with Margo Okazawa-Rey
6-7 September 2018
Uni Bern
Who do we do our research for?
How does that shape purpose and strategies and how do I do my research in ways
that fulfill the purpose? How do we want to disseminate our work: to whom and
through which media (academic and non-academic)? What kind of visibility does my
research need? How do I determine who will benefit from the visibility and who may
be harmed by it? Who needs to know about my research results? What are the
opportunities and pitfalls of working with media such as blogs or newspapers?
These questions and more will frame this interactive workshop. Participants will be
asked to engage with the primary “texts” for the workshop: their experiences as
feminist scholars, researchers and activists, the central methodological, political and
ethical conundrums they face and the questions that keep them awake at night
wondering.
With this workshop we will continue our collaboration with Margo Okazawa-Rey who
is a regular visitor of our doctoral program by now. Everyone and especially all new
PhD students of the Network Gender Studies are encouraged to participate!
Margo Okazawa-Rey
is Professor at the School of Human and Organization Development, Fielding Graduate
University, Santa Barbara (USA). She is also Professor Emerita of the San Francisco
State University, School of Social Work, San Francisco (USA). Dr. Okazawa-Rey’s
primary areas of research and activism are gender, militarism and feminist activist
research. Her work focuses specifically on militarism, armed conflict and violence
against women. She sits on the international boards of the NGOs PeaceWomen across
the Globe (Bern, Switzerland) and Du Re Bang (My Sister’s Place/ Uijongbu, South
Korea). She was a founding member of the Combahee River Collective, who
articulated a theory of intersectionality in “A Black Feminist Statement”.
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