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ABOUT THE LECTURE:

In December 2022, Tokyo released three security documents that made headlines worldwide. Highlighting the
acquisition of counterstrike capabilities, the large increase in defense spending and other decisions enshrined in the
documents, some believe that these mark a critical juncture in Japan’s security policy. Is this the case? In this lecture,
Lionel Fatton will argue for a positive answer but for different reasons. In the context of Tokyo’s deterrence strategy,
counterstrike capabilities and other changes in Japan’s postute are simple adaptations of past deterrence practices. An
overlooked and more substantial evolution is taking place amid an intensifying deterrence-entrapment dilemma: the
adoption of a forward deterrence posture aimed at reducing the risk of crisis in the Taiwan Strait through the
projection of general deterrent effects. This posture constitutes a critical juncture because it sets Japan on a path of
becoming a potent regional security actor. It also raises questions about Tokyo’s ability to keep a balanced approach
toward China.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

Lionel Fatton is Assistant Professor of International Relations at Webster University and Research Collaborator at the
Research Institute for the History of Global Arms Transfer, Meiji University. His research interest lies in security
dynamics in the Indo-Pacific, China-Japan-US-Taiwan relations, Japan and China’s foreign/security policies, civil-
military relations and Neoclassical realism. His latest book, Japan’s Rush to the Pacific War: The Institutional Roots of
Overbalancing, was published in 2023 by Palgrave Macmillan.
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