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ABOUT THE ROUNDTABLE: 

In his talk, Jean-Pierre Cabestan will revisit the Thucydides Trap and analyse the various hotspots around 
China – Taiwan, the South China Sea, the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands and the Sino-Indian border – where 
Beijing has embarked into grey zone tactics and operations that can lead to military crises and even war. 
Nonetheless, the speaker will show that crossing the threshold of  war carries many risks and 
unpredictable consequences, including a nuclearization of  the conflict with the US, which may eventually 
dissuade China from going to war.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

 Jean-Pierre Cabestan is Senior Researcher Emeritus at the French National Centre for Scientific Research 
(Centre national de la recherche scientifique), attached to the French Research Institute on East Asia 
(IFRAE) of  the National Institute of  Oriental Languages and Civilisations, and Professor Emeritus at 
Hong Kong Baptist University. He is also Senior Researcher at Asia Centre, Paris, Associate Research 
Fellow at the French Centre for Research on Contemporary China in Hong Kong and a Non-Resident 
Visiting Senior Fellow at the German Marshall Fund of  the United States in Washington DC. 
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