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ABOUT THE LECTURE: 

In the first two decades of the 21st century, China underwent a remarkable transformation, emerging with newfound 

power, capabilities, and the identity of a rising superpower. In his presentation, Professor Benjamin Ho will explore 

how Chinese sense of exceptionalism has shaped the manner in which Beijing seeks to relate with the rest of the 

world. At the same time, the coronavirus pandemic and America’s full-throttle trade and tariff war has also blunted 

the ability of the Chinese to procure global influence. Drawing insights from his decade-long study of China from a 

Singaporean vantage point, he will assess the rising superpower's quest for a new identity and its global and regional 

ramifications. In addition, he will also share insights on the limitations of Chinese power and the extent to which 

China continues to think of itself as exceptional and its rise as being inevitable.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER: 

Benjamin Ho is Assistant Professor at the China Programme, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), 

Singapore. He obtained his PhD from the Department of International Relations at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science, UK. His research focus includes the study of China’s international relations, with an 

emphasis on Chinese political worldview and exceptionalism thinking. Other research interests include security 

multilateralism in the Asia Pacific region with a focus on regional institutions and fora, national security (intelligence), 

the sociology of religion and public theology (Christianity). He is the author of the book China’s Political Worldview 

and Chinese Exceptionalism: International Order and Global Leadership (Amsterdam University Press, 2021). He has 

also published in journals such as China Quarterly, Journal of Contemporary China, East Asia: An International 

Quarterly, Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, Asia Policy, and the Australian Journal of International Affairs.

ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:

https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html Contact: Dr. Simona Grano (simona.grano@aoi.uzh.ch)

https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/institut/events/registration.html

	Slide 1: The Fading Allure of Chinese Exceptionalism? 

